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Responsibility for One’s Children 
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English translation: 

 

In Egypt, a father’s responsibility for his children is totally different than in the United 
States.  Fathers and mothers in the Arab world are responsible for their children, even 
after the age of marriage. It is a different type of responsibility. Parents want to make sure 
their children are doing well. A boy might even work and have his own life while his 
parents still worry about him. But in America, let’s say after the age of 18, boys or girls 
leave their homes and their parents have nothing to do with them. In Egypt, this will 
depend on the children. The father says, you have your own life, but, still, a connection 
between parents and their children is still there. The father says, I can't let go of my 
children and let them live on their own. The son might go out, depend on himself, and 
find a job, but his father can’t leave him all alone. While girls may go out, get educated, 
have their own lives and jobs … but her parents still censor her behavior. This isn’t a type 
of dictatorship, but a way of making sure their daughters are doing well. 
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