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Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 

 K. What are the most important national holidays in Egypt? 
 
N. One of the most important national holidays in Egypt is July 23rd. The Egyptians 
celebrate the Revolution, July’s Revolution.  In Egypt, we call this the “white revolution” 
because on July 23rd a group of liberal Officers -- like Gamal Abdel Nasser, Abdel-
Hakim Amr, Muhammad Naguib -- launched a revolution to liberate Egypt from the King 
Farouk monarchy, by abolishing the constitutional monarchy and establishing a republic.1 
King Farouk was the last king to rule Egypt. The liberal officers threw him out of the 
country. From that date on, Egypt was no longer a kingdom; instead it became a republic. 
This resulted in terminating feudalism. The Turks, Pashas and people who owned the 
land were no longer there. So, the country and the agricultural lands were returned to the 
Egyptians. This revolution had changed Egypt’s history. 
   
Other national holidays include October 26th. Egyptians celebrate October 26th each 
year, because on October 26, 1973, Egypt declared a war on Israel to liberate Sinai. Sinai 
                                                 
1 These events occurred in 1952. 
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was occupied by Israel since 1967, the year of the setback. In that year, there was the 
Tripartite Anglo-French-Israeli aggression on Egypt, because of the nationalization of the 
Suez Canal … because Gamal Abdel Nasser announced the nationalization of the Suez 
Canal, so the countries and Tripartite aggression on Egypt occupied Sinai.2 On October 
26, 1973, the Egyptians entered from the Bar Lev line and liberated Sinai.  
 
Every year, on April 25th, Egyptians celebrate the liberation of Sinai. All of Sinai was 
liberated in the 1973 war, but there was still a dear part that was occupied by Israel.  Taba 
was returned to the Egyptians through peace treaties. There are a number of historical 
dates in the struggle of the armed forces. In addition, there is a day that the Egyptian 
Navy celebrates because they dumped [sank] the Israeli destroyer, Eilat. 
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2 Actually, the Suez Crisis, or the Tripartite Aggression, took place earlier, in 1956, and not during the 1967 
war (the Six Day War). 


