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Houses and Neighborhoods 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 

Generally, houses in the countryside are no more than one, two or three stories high. 
Houses in the countryside are slightly different from houses in the city. A house in the 
countryside is not like an apartment in the village. That’s why the word apartment isn’t 
used in the countryside. The word apartment is only used in the city, while the word 
house is used in the vocabulary of people in the countryside. The houses are open to one 
another, meaning that I can go to my neighbor’s house and my neighbor can come to 
mine -- as if my house and my neighbor’s is one. This isn’t something weird, because 
most neighbors are either family members or relatives. For example, I live in a street 
where my house is next to my uncle’s and his family’s house,and the next house is my 
maternal cousin’s and her family’s house. So, all of a person's relatives live in houses on 
the same street. Therefore, your family members are also your relatives [neighbors].  
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study 
of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides 
students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the 
languages they use every day. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions 
are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they 
wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in 
CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five 
College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of 
its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, 
Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  

  
© 2007-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, 
Incorporated 
 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/

