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English translation: 
 
N. Eid ul-Fitr comes after Muslims have finished fasting [during] Ramadan. A few days 
before the Eid, families, especially the ladies, gathers to make cookies, like gorayeba,1 

                                                 
1 A kind of cookie, very soft and made of butter and flour, stuffed with pistachios, nuts, etc. 
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kahkel-eid,
2 and fiteer,3 and various other sweets, because of the celebration of the end of 

Ramadan.  
 
K. I love fiteer. 
  
 
N. How is fiteer made? Fiteer … wheat flour, dough … we call it Australian flour, and 
some fiteer is made of flour and yeast -- there are different types of fiteer. Fiteer is often 
stuffed with dates, malban, nuts, honey. There is fiteer with honey. Do you see how 
people fold it in Ramadan? They make it in seconds. Those that are professionals and 
housewives also know how to make fiteer.  
 
K. And the day of Eid? 
 
N. The day of Eid ul-Fitr? The prayers begin immediately after sunrise. Muslims, or the 
people in my village, wake up really early. We basically wake up to listen to the 
Muslims’ takbeerat4 in the mosques, early. The young and the old start to say takbeerat: 
“allah akbar allah akbar, allah akbar wa lellah el hamd,” etc.  “Allah akbar kabera, wa al 
hamdullah kathera, wa shukr lellah wafera, la elah ella allah.”  
 
So, the takbeerat start, and we all wake up.  It is preferable and mostly recommended that 
Muslims do eghtesal5 and wear new clothes. Then, prayers start at the mosques. After my 
father, mother and brothers comes back from their prayers, eidya.6  It is the most 
important thing in eid.  I love the eidya because of what it stands for, even though it isn't 
always money. It is a symbol we all have gotten used to. The eidya may be money and 
may be clothes, but you have to take your eidya.  In the morning of the first day of Eid, 
we all start by having breakfast together. Sometimes, some of the family members might 
stay at home to meet guests afterwards; others might go out to see friends, relatives, 
distant neighbors and family. At night, we might go out to a garden, and walk in the 
corniche.7  
 
K:  With whom? 
 
N: With friends. The beauty and happiness of Eid is with friends. In the early morning me 
and my friends used to call each other on the phone and see who calls the others first. I 
am used to calling my friends and saying Eid mubarak8 to their families. They also call 
me up and say Eid mubarak to my family. There is also a habit, a very frightening habit, 
in which children like to play with firecrackers. I don't like this habit, but, unfortunately, 
it is still present. This habit is more present in the countryside then in cities.  
 
                                                 
2 Literally, “cookies of the feast.” 
3 Flat and very thin dough cooked in the oven with butter. 
4 Form of prayers sung during Eid 
5 The practice of taking a shower, but the water has to be completely pure.    
6 Money given to children on the day of Eid. 
7 The gardens on the banks of the river Nile. 
8  Form of congratulations in the day of Eid. 
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