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Al Azhar and the West 
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English translation: 
 
- Does al Azhar have a role in shaping the picture the West captures about Islam and 
introduce the Islamic culture to non-Arabic speakers? 
 
- Without a doubt, al Azhar, as a religious institution with a very old history, is one of the 
most powerful Islamic institutions in the world -- not merely in history, as it’s 1000 years 
old, but also [in] the constant updating in al Azhar, based on which the College of 
Languages and Translation was founded to graduate many people who work as 
translators, who work in the field of cultural communication with the West with all its 
languages. Certainly al Azhar has a vital role in that.  
 
But, of course, Islam is spreading well in different places around the world. Eventually, 
there is a need for Arabic with every new Muslim who enters the religion, as he makes 
sure to learn Arabic because it’s the language of the Quran. It’s probable to find some 
places where there is a lack of translators, a lack of a person who teaches them Arabic, 
the lack of a person who teaches them the religion in a right way.  
 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


Although al Azhar sends so many people to the U.S.A. … but there are still more places 
that need people to teach religion and Arabic, and so do Australia and Canada and many 
other places. 
 
There is a lot of pressure on al Azhar. A large number of graduates are in demand. Those 
who graduate do their job. For places where al Azhar graduates have not reached yet, we 
hope this would happen soon, God willing, especially because I noticed that more people 
go to the College of Languages and Translation. We hope that there would be no place 
that lacks someone to teach Arabic or Islamic religion. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study 
of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides 
students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the 
languages they use every day. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions 
are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they 
wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in 
CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five 
College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of 
its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, 
Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  
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