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How to Teach a Child a Language 
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English translation: 

 
Aatef: It’s a very beautiful profession, because you teach a child, originally, in his 
formation [formative years], [who] doesn’t realize the meaning of education or doesn’t 
understand the value, the difficulty of a language. But you convince him to love it. And 
teaching the language depends on loving it first, then on planting [the idea] that it’s easy. 
If a person gets used to thinking it’s easy, it will be easy; but if we tell him it’s hard, hard, 
a kind of complexity will occur, and a sort of inability to learn this language.  
 
First, there are so many things that help teach Arabic language. The first thing is the love 
of the teacher for the language itself. The second thing is the ability to deliver 
information in a very easy way, and a very simplified way that fits with the limited 
mentality of a child and doesn’t fit with the mentality of an adult who realizes the 
meaning of education. Also, the course itself that is being taught … it has to be gradual, 
not difficult or surprising, by using some words or a difficult meaning. There is, 
sometimes, distance between the course and the student and the teacher.      
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