
CultureTalk North Africa Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Algeria: The City of Tlemcen 

 
 
Algerian Arabic Translation: 
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English translation: 

 
A: I am originally from Tlemcen city – my parents and grandparents are from Tlemcen. 
Tlemcen is usually called the city of scholars. It is a small city but very beautiful and also 
a historical city. In the 15th century when the Spanish defeated the Muslims in Andalusia, 
Muslims, some Jews and even a few Christians – but especially Muslims and Jews – fled 
to North Africa, and Tlemcen city was one of the cities they fled to. This was a good 
thing because scholars from all— 
S: Religions.  
A: Yes! They went to it and for this they call it the city of scholars. It was very 
prosperous. When you visit, you find many Islamic ruins. As we said, Tlemcen city is 
well-known for Andalusian music. Even today, in the summer there are many Andalusian 
music festivals.     
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