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English translation: 

 

A: After a year, I decided to go to France. Alhamdulillah1, I studied there for four years – 
well, almost five years. I studied for the maîtrise there, which is sort of the fourth year of 
a licence2 in France. The licence there is four years. They required us to do this year of 
the maîtrise. Normally four years [of college] in Algeria should be enough and so, when 
one goes to France, he should be able to do the Master’s immediately. But, oh well, the 
French system is different. I stayed there for four – five years and I finished my Master’s. 
S: Master’s of what? 
A: Of philosophy, French philosophy. It was Jean-Jacques Rousseau  – the social 
contract. And I wrote my dissertation about it. I did the maîtrise and Master’s about it. 
After the Master’s, I got my « Diplôme d’études approfondies » and I started my doctoral 
studies for two years. The focus was on contemporary Islam and politics, especially in 
North Africa. I did it for two years. The focus was sort of philosophical and political, and 
it even had a political sociology component to it. After two years, the professor who was 
my adviser told me that this was not exactly his area of expertise. Of course, I didn’t 
waste the two years, but he asked me to change my specialization from philosophy to 
either political sociology or political science.  

                                                 
1 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing. 
2 Licence: A French term for the degree of higher studies following the baccalauréat and preceding the 
Master’s degree. 
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