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English translation: 

 

A: Another writer by the name of Reda Houhou. He was a writer during the French 
colonization. He wrote many books; the majority of them are short stories with an ironic 
style. When the liberation revolution started, I believe, he was arrested by the French and 
people later found his body—you know, he was killed. This is about Reda Houhou. We 
shouldn’t forget Malek Bennabi. He played an important role especially during the 
French colonialism and even after independence. He wrote a lot about the Islamic 
Renaissance; he criticized the Islamic societies a lot, and he also analyzed the situation in 
the Muslim countries, and also how the Islamic civilization fell and how one could revive 
it again. This is it. After independence, Malek Bennabi tried to change and honestly his 
way of thinking was… he sort of thought far ahead. At times, there were some people 
who initially didn’t understand him. Malek Bennabi was a well-known thinker and 
philosopher, and he wrote in French. One of the famous Algerian historians is Boulkasem 
Sa’dallah. He wrote a lot about history—history books, and especially about the history 
of Algeria and the national movement. They [these writers] had much of their learning 
under the Qur’anic and Islamic schools. There is also another famous writer, his name is 
Tahar Ouettar. He was a writer of novels and short stories, amongst which, “L’As” 
[French for “The Ace”]. He also was a writer during the French colonialism as well as 
after independence. He wrote many books.  
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