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Unforgettable Trip to the Kabylie 
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Algerian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
As I said, in Algiers the capital—I mean there are also small villages. There are 
mountainous areas like the Kabylie1, which is very close to the capital. But there are 
people who, I mean, don’t know them. And I was, I mean, living for long time—I lived a 
lot in the capital Algiers. And I have friends—when I talk to them about the Kabylie, it 
sounds like Switzerland to them; they never visited it and it is only 100 kilometers from 
them. As I told you, once—uh—I took one—I took a man who is a taxi driver in the 
capital Algiers. He is a friend of mine, I know him. There was—uh—there was a family 
member who wanted me to take his mother to a wedding in the countryside. It was a 
wedding in the Kabylie, and he and his mother live in the capital. He told me that there 
was no one to take his mother to the wedding and if she doesn’t go, the family would be 
upset. And he had to work until night and he couldn’t take her. And so he asked me if I 
can take her, and told me to look for a taxi and he would pay for the cost. And I told him 
to not worry. When he told me to find a taxi, I remembered my taxi driver friend and so I 
asked him if he can take my friend’s mother to the Kabylie and we can stay overnight 
there. And I told him, “Let’s go, come on, we should just do it.” And as I told you, we 
were going and we entered Tizi Ouzou. Well, there is no big difference in the city—uh—
tall buildings and like—uh—it is a small city but you don’t feel like it – the shops and 
people— And when we left Tizi Ouzou, because the village is in the mountains in—uh—
I mean, in very high mountains and we started to go up, go up in—uh—we started to 
enter the Kabylie and things like that: the bends [in the road], in the middle of the 
mountains, the fields, the forests. And he kind of got scared – he wasn’t used to it. He is 
used to big crowds, he is used to—uh—the pollution, to the cars, and the movement in 
the city. And for his entire life, he was working in Algiers—I mean, in the capital. If he 
left Algiers, he probably went to Boumerdès or to Cherchell—I mean, the cities close to 
Algiers.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Kabylie: The region in Northern Algeria which is mostly populated by the Kabyle people, one of four 
different groups in Algeria claiming Berber ethnicity. 
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