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Passing the Bac Exam 

  

 

Algerian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
A: When someone passes the Bac1 exam, it’s not just about him passing but the entire 
family. It is because it [the Bac exam] involves a lot of stress. The Bac exam is three 
days; all parts of the country sit for it on the same day and same time, and they finish it 
on the same day. The results come out after a month, and they usually come out in June. 
At least that was the case at that time but I think it’s still the same nowadays. I remember 
we had to go to the high school to see our names. We used to get very scared; in fact, we 
would be shaking. When someone doesn’t see his name on the first day, he would come 
back on the second day. Alhamdulillah2, I passed the Bac and I made my parents and 
family members proud. And of course, my mother’s ululation fills the house. It is not just 
about me passing but also about the passing of the neighbors’ children. The tradition is 
that when the students pass the Bac, the family at home would prepare couscous and they 
would give charity to people. At times, some people would even go to the mosque and 
take a big meal of couscous there, and they invite the poor and other people in general.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Bac is short for Baccalauréat, which is the French word for baccalaureate. This is a standardized national 
exam that students take at the end of high school, which also qualifies them to pursue university studies.   
2 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing. 
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