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Not Understanding Parents’ Guidance
English translation:

Gulshan (G): Bengali parents think that children get influenced the most at this age. You can see in many instances that the boy or girl is good, but they mix with the wrong crowd and get addicted, or just lose interest in their homes and are out all the time. They question their parents and say, “I went out yesterday -- then why can’t I go out today?” Their attraction for home wanes at a young age. A time comes when… and when it passes, a boy or girl can understand what is good and what is not for himself/herself. 
Irena (I): But Ashfin’s age is…
G: How old is Ashfin?

I: Eighteen.

G: Eighteen. That’s why. He doesn’t understand what is good and what is not for him. Parents should guide their children through the right path. And there are some things that parents cannot directly forbid their children to do. And then children think, “If he can do it, why can’t I?”
I: Yes, that was a long time ago. Now Mom and Dad tell him, “We allowed you to stay away from home in a dorm. Imagine how much freedom we are giving you and how much faith we have in you. Say you want to stay at a friend’s house….” Or Ashfin will say… you know how Mom and Dad let him stay on campus? When he comes home over the summer, he sometimes wants to stay at a friend’s house and Mom and Dad do not give him permission. Ashfin just doesn’t understand this. He says, “I live all by myself in a dorm; if I wanted to do anything bad, I could have done it there. I’m home now, and I’m asking for your permission and you don’t let me go!” Ashfin does not understand this. I understand that our parents are letting us stay away from home, on campus, because they have to. They are doing this for our education. So when we go home, we go to see them -- why would we go out at that time? He doesn’t really get this.
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