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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: You talked about women and that they imitate other styles and you mentioned 
Lata, is there awareness in Afghanistan about big artists and big artistic groups that 
women are part of them or are all-women groups?  Do people know about great women 
artists that do humanitarian work in the world, have brought about big changes, and have 
been very, very important? Women have had constructive roles in their countries. They 
were and they still are. For example Umm Kulthum (female Egyptian singer), Umm 
Kulthum was one of the women that was called “The star of East” and was really 
influential politically in Egypt. She did many great things in her country. In Iran, we 
know that Gogush was the voice of freedom for women, voice of revolution and voice of 
change.  
 



Noorjahan: And is.  
 
Shaharzad: And is. For example, now Shakira in Latin American countries is an artist that 
(plays) most of her concerts are for charity. She tries to help others. They are very 
inspiring sources for other women. There are Qawali female singers in Pakistan that are 
great. Maybe they are not famous, but they didn’t come to global market because they 
don’t use new techniques. But they have amazing sounds and have amazing influence in 
their community and people even worship them. They call them Pir (spiritual leader). Do 
people in Afghanistan know about these things? Does our media ever talk about good and 
prominent women that… 
 
Shaharzad: Even about their voice.  
 
Noorjahan: They say she (the singer) has a beautiful voice. They talk a lot about the 
voice, but less about… They talk about their families or family situations, that Shakira 
married this person, someone married someone else, she adopted a kid from Africa... 
stuff like that. The news stays in a very low, cheap level. There are no artistic discussions 
about a special artist, even about their voice or their style. And it is not like they talk 
about their activities besides art, activities that they do through art. There are no 
discussions about it. There is a little discussion. Women really know little about it, very 
little, really. They know little about these issues.  
 
Shaharzad: They know very little, yes. Is there any program on our TV stations or radios 
that introduces prominent women, prominent women in today’s world? It could include 
good and bad examples. It could be from Mrs. Rice to Mrs. Maathai who won the Noble 
Peace Prize in Africa, or Shirin Ebadi in Iran and women signers like Shakira who are 
very effective and very influential.  
 
Noorjahan: The problem is that most people don’t watch serious programs.  
 
Shaharzad: No, but they can make it very entertaining. 
 
Noorjahan: They can make it entertaining but that requires lots of creativity. It needs a 
strong mind to do it. One problem is that radios that do that are usually radios that have a 
higher standard and people won’t listen to them unless they have to, at least common 
people. I am not talking about those who are interested in politics or interested in special 
issues and watch TV or follow the radio. Other people who do it (broadcast about art), 
they do it in a very superficial way. Very... 
 
Shaharzad: Cheap. 
 
Noorjahan: Yes, they do it in a cheap, superficial way. And I am sad to declare this, but 
most people, most common people like the cheap version. For example, they may enjoy 
watching “Hop” rather then following a serious program, or to follow a science program. 
They are not very interested. And it is very, I think, it is very important that somebody 
take a step to make this issue interesting. Somebody should advertise it. They should 



broadcast lots of advertisements about this program.  For example, there is a religious 
program that I think it is really good. I don’t watch religious programs, but it is really 
good, but it is not advertised enough. And people who listen to radio at noon, when there 
is an entertaining program, they don’t know that there is a religious program in the 
morning that is really good, that they have to listen to that. It might be interesting for 
them, they might consider it good. It will help them.  
 
Shaharzad: And it is informative. 
 
Noorjahan: This, this is a step that I think every TV station should take. It would be very 
good. With the condition that they don’t continue the programs with the same standard as 
today, they make it more serious. They should invite guests. They should invite women 
who are in Afghanistan, who work. They should ask them that okay, the women who 
always say “women, women, women, women’s rights, women’s rights,” how much do 
they know about other women (women around the world). They should let viewers hear 
from them. It is not enough for the journalist to sit there, hold a piece of paper, put some 
pictures of the artist in the background and talk about it saying blah, blah, blah… 
 
Shaharzad:  And doing that in a way that totally undermines femininity of the artist. 
 
Noorjahan: Not only undermine her femininity but also to distorts the whole subject. 
They present the information in a way that makes you think he is reading news or 
presenting a report about flood in India.  
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