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English translation:  
 
Noorjahan: Music is a huge river that one should swim in; one should go to every corner. 
One should discover. There are many things in the ocean. There are many animals that 
are not known, many creatures that we should know. And I think this is very interesting. 
It is like an exploring trip and it is good. This trip sometimes causes one to know oneself. 
It causes one to know people around her and to realize her real personality. In my opinion 
music, especially pure music is one of the ways that takes a person to herself. Still, there 
are many restrictions for women in Afghanistan. And there are women who can’t sing for 
security reasons, or if they sing, they are labeled as cheated, as someone who takes 
money from Americans, as some one who is very “liberal”, or this and that.  
 
Shaharzad: That she is immoral.  
 
Noorjahan: Yes, there are lots of rumors, lots of whispering, especially about those who 
are pop singers. The pop singers are very, very famous but women… 
 
Shaharzad: Don’t have a good name (are not well respected). 
 
Noorjahan: Women don’t have a good name. I agree that men are not all that respected 
either, but women have more problems. And especially, everybody allows oneself to call 
them with every name, with every horrible name imaginable. People, anybody, who is in 
a small community, when they see a woman sing, they can call her names. But this 
shouldn’t be left untold that there are many women that are respected in Afghanistan’s 
music. They are really respected, really a lot. Even people that are not that interested, 
respect them.  
 
Shaharzad: Those women are prominent personalities.  
 
Noorjahan: Yes, they are prominent personalities. Even people who are not interested in 
music admire them as strong and resistant personalities. I agree that many women are 
respected. But it is very difficult that a new path is opened after 30 years of war. This is a 
new path and in every new path, there is dust, there are thorns, which you have to clean 
and you have to have a sharp sickle to remove them. It takes time. But I am hopeful that 
it will happen, and I, I personally think that it is good if it happens. It is good to have it, 
to have diversity. Not everything should be in one voice (male voice). Not all music 
should be the same. Because if you have paid attention, the music that a woman makes, I 
don’t claim it is more like music, but it is much more delicate and it portrays certain 
things. The music that a man makes also portrays certain things which might be lovelier, 
but is different. It is good to have this difference, because it, in itself, leads to blossoming 
of new ideas and creativity.  
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