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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Hello dear Rada. Will you please tell us a little bit about the first 
Contemporary Arts Exhibition in Afghanistan? 
 
Rada: This exhibition was held almost six months ago, in Kabul, in Amani High School. 
Twenty artists, who were all women, participated. They were all young women that had 
been trained in the Center for Contemporary Arts of Afghanistan for one year. Of course, 
most of them are people who studied in arts, in the faculty of fine arts in Kabul 
University. And some of them were people who studied art in private classes. This 
exhibition was a new step in modern art in Afghanistan. It was the first time that such an 
exhibition was held. There were 80 paintings in it and the main subject was women’s 
issues.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Did they specify the theme for the painters? 
 
Rada: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: And were all the works painting? Which styles were there, usually? Or was it 
a mixture of different styles? 
 
Rada: This exhibition was in a way that they didn’t want to copy any style. Meaning they 
didn’t want anybody to copy anybody else. Everybody should draw anything, any idea 



that they had in mind, the image they wanted, and draw it in a format they wanted with 
colors. There was no specific style in this exhibition. 
 
Shaharzad: And were they only paintings? Was there anything else? Was there 
animation? 
 
Rada: There were only paintings. 
 
Shaharzad: These women, 20 people, were already trained in the Center for 
Contemporary Arts, right? With whom? 
 
Rada: The person responsible for this Center is Mr. Rahru Omarzad who is teacher of 
Fine Arts in Arts faculty in Kabul University.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. And had he worked with these women? 
 
Rada: Yes, he only helped in part, well, everybody first made a sketch of what they had 
in mind, and then he would only give advice, like in how to make it better.  
 
Shaharzad: Hmm. And the material and equipment that was used for making these 
paintings, whose was it? Did they belong to these women? 
 
Rada: All the material had been given as aid to these women. All were given by this 
Center that was supported by USA. 
 
Shaharzad: It was funded (by them). And so what happened to the paintings? Where are 
they now? 
 
Rada: For now, the paintings are supposed to go to Germany. There will be an exhibition 
in Germany. Some were selected, and were exhibited in this exhibition in India. After 
Germany, maybe they will go to China, Italy and some other countries.  
 
Shaharzad:  In the exhibition that was held in Kabul, were these paintings put up for sale? 
Or will they be put up for sale in exhibitions that are held in foreign countries? 
 
Rada: All these paintings had a price tag, and maybe 30% of these paintings found buyers 
here in Kabul. But then there was a problem that those who were supposed run the 
exhibition in Germany, they made a contract that the paintings would go on sale in 
Germany.  
 
Shaharzad: All the paintings? The whole collection? Of course, if they find buyers 
 
Rada: A collection of paintings. There are 80 paintings and thirty of them, thirty will go 
to Germany. And all those thirty should be sold in Germany.  
 



Shaharzad: Okay and the money that comes from sale of these paintings, what will it be 
spent on? 
 
Rada: One fourth of it will be given to the artist, and another part of it to the Arts Center. 
And the rest goes to the organization, the one in Germany.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay…the organization that promotes these paintings and sells them. In the 
exhibition in India and in this exhibition in Germany, were the artists present, 
themselves? 
 
Rada: In India, some of them were there, yes.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, and what about the Germany exhibition? 
 
Rada: In Germany maybe one or two people.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. 
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