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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: How is the wedding day? If you start from the beginning, for example, on 
Henna night, then wedding day, what are the rituals? 
 
Khadija: At Henna night, henna is prepared and then the groom’s family comes. The 
bride closes her hand into a fist and then they (the groom or his family member) open her 
fist and put ring on her finger. Then seven young women put henna on bride’s hand. 
Seven young women put on the henna. She (the bride) puts her hand on her head then 
they put henna on her hand. Then they put money on her hand. The groom’s family does 
this. Then once she opens her hand, if they couldn’t open her hand by force, they really 
try. They open her fist somehow. Then the girls put on henna, and then they leave for the 
night. We call this party Khaishkhori (feeding the relatives or eating with relatives). 
 
Shaharzad: Okay, Khishkhori. 
 
Khadija: Yes, we call it Khishkhori. The bride’s family gathers and the groom’s family 
gathers.  



Shaharzad: Women and men? 
 
Khadija: Yes, the groom’s relatives gather with the groom’s family. The bride’s family 
gathers with the bride’s family. Each holds a party in their own house. Then in the 
morning, around 12 o’clock or one, they prepare the food. They give food. All of the 
groom’s family comes to bride’s home. The food is prepared there. Then they (groom’s 
family) take the bride, they marry them and they take her with them.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, what kinds of clothes do brides wear in villages? 
 
Khadija: For the wedding night, she wears green. For the wedding day, she wears white 
dresses. For the Takht Jamee (after wedding party), she wears red or any other color that 
she chooses.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. What do they do in Takht Jamee, what kind of ritual is it? How many 
days after marriage does it happen? 
 
Khadija: It used to happen three days after marriage. Now they hold the party only one 
day after marriage. The marriage happens today, the Takht Jamee can happen tomorrow. 
You announce to the all guests at the wedding to come for Takht Jamee for the day after. 
Then the party is held.  
 
Shaharzad: Do people bring gifts for Takht Jamee? 
 
Khadija: They do bring gifts. People bring clothes and dishes and they give money. 
Everybody pays what they can.  
 
Shaharzad: How is the music at the wedding parties? Is the women’s party separate from 
the men’s? 
 
Khadija: There are not many music bands in that area yet. Some people do bring bands 
in. Men play music in outside and sing. Usually they play music on tape recorders. Live 
singers and things like that haven’t become popular yet. Women play drums and dance 
and sing themselves. 
 
Shaharzad: In every village there are girls that are good at singing, dancing? 
 
Khadija: Yes, there are many. 
 
Shaharzad: So that they can entertain others at weddings. 
 
Khadija: Yes, there are many of them.  
 
Shaharzad: When do they expect a bride (a daughter in law) to get pregnant?  
 



Khadija: They expect her to get pregnant quickly. Once the daughter-in-law is married, 
she should get pregnant in two, three months. She should have children. If two, three 
years pass, the family gets very worried. They run to doctors and to Mullahs, and they go 
to anywhere they hear about (to cure the woman). They really worry about her not getting 
pregnant. In there, there is no education, no going to school. Life is about having 
children.  
 
Shaharzad: When a girl marries, she doesn’t do house chores for a while in her husband’s 
house. She doesn’t take responsibility. Is that right? 
 
Khadija: Yes, they (husband’s family) don’t let her (the bride) work for one year or at 
least six months. They say you are a guest. If the family is small and the mother in-law is 
weak (old) and she doesn’t have sister in-laws, then she has to do house chores. She will 
work. If her mother in-law is young and she has sister in laws (husband’s sisters), or 
husband’s brothers’ wives, then they will say to her (the new bride) to rest because she is 
a guest. People come to visit the new bride for six months, a year.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, other people come.  
 
Khadija: Yes, people come to visit. The groom’s family would say to the new bride, “If 
you are working, people would make fun of us.” They would ask why she started 
working early.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes, and then the extended family lives together right…all the family, 
meaning several brothers live together? 
 
Khadija: Four brothers or five brothers live together. The mother in-law, father in-law 
and sister in-laws live together, until there is lots of conflict and problems in the family. 
In my case, my husband had four brothers. We all lived together for a long time. Then we 
had children and the children argued and had problems. There was conflict. Then 
everybody separated.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes, the family separated and people led their own lives. 
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