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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: You were talking about relationships among boys and girls in school? 
 
Noorjahan: Yes, the Afghan boys…behave very immature about this, because it is not 
normal for them to see girls having boyfriends, girls from their own country. It makes 
them jealous. And girls are sometimes uncomfortable with the contact with boys, because 
they are not free and they can’t joke with an Afghan boy, the way two foreign children 
can joke with each other. And sometimes the Afghan boys want to imitate, they want to 
adopt that other culture, they want to have girlfriends and Afghan girls react aggressively 
and this causes broken relationships among Afghan children, among Afghan boys 
generally in different ages. There are a bit of uncomfortable feelings, which I think is 
natural, because two, three cultures meet and each one is different. They have encounters 
with each other. The Afghan girls even if they have been in Pakistan, they haven’t had 
much in contact with boys. Because they have always been in schools that have separate 
classes from boys, so… 
 
Shaharzad: What is one thing that you like the most in your school, the International 
School of Kabul?  
 
Noorjahan: One thing that I like? I like the diversity amongst the students. For example, 
in my own school there are students from almost three continents, from many different 
countries. This in itself is an opportunity for me to learn about each of these cultures and 
religions.  
 
Shaharzad: You are on summer break now, your break (time) is different than the Afghan 
schools, right? 
 
Noorjahan: Yes, our break starts in 10th July, no 10th June and then school starts again on 
20th August. It is eight days before my school starts.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, during the break, what do you miss about the school? 
 
Noorjahan: I miss my friends a lot. I have two friends that are girls and then two friends 
who are guys. All of us five are very close friends in school. I joked with them a lot and 
because of that I had lots of fun during the school.  
 
Shaharzad: Is there anything from the school with you that you could show us? 
 



Noorjahan: My book is here. Every year, we do a yearbook, a book from our school.  
Because this year all of us…our school’s spirit emblem is a lion, so we named this book 
Pride. Pride both means… it means being proud and also if a group of lions living 
together…We call that group pride. Well, our book has photos from all classes. This is 
from my class.  
 
Shaharzad: (pointing at pictures) This is a very different environment than what you see 
in Afghan families or Afghan schools. For example, (here) children are playing and the 
girls are bare-headed (without a scarf). Is this you? 

 
Noorjahan: Yes, that is me. One other thing that I like is that our class is the only one 
with a black student. No other class has a black student. 
 
Shaharzad: Thanks a lot. 
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