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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Are private schools concentrated mainly in Kabul or there are private schools 
in other cities of Afghanistan too? 
 
Noorjahan: For now, it is only in Kabul and only Afghan Turk that have brunches in 
some other cities too. But Afghan Turk is not a private…private school…There are 
Afghan teachers in it and it has a contract with government and it is almost an Afghan 
school.  
 
Shaharzad: Hmm…Well, in the long term, don’t you think that the private schools will 
create some form of distance among different groups of people?  Because if somebody 
has financial ability, or is from more educated and cultured family, and can go to private 
schools, for example you go, because you have a scholarship, but a large group of people, 
98% of people are deprived of studying in private schools. The Afghan schools don’t 
have the capacity that a private school has. This way, the school leads to university and in 
university too, naturally, those who have gone to private schools, can go to better 
universities. Don’t you think that a class is formed in long term? Or isn’t there a class in 
your school now, an elite class?  
 
Noorjahan: Well, I would like to answer about my own school first, because naturally this 
is the thing that I know more about, because it is my school. There is a huge gap between 
those, between those children who come from rich families and the children who come 
from middle class families or those who come from poorer families. There is a big gap. 
Most of the classmates, for example in my class, most of my classmates, those who are 
Afghan, (are elite) for example the son of Minister of Agriculture is in our class, children 
of some parliamentarians are in our class, and we can’t get together with them, because 
things that they discuss, books that they read, is totally different. Our situations, the way 
we think, everything about us is different. And I am sorry to say this, but all they can 
think about is watching the movie Harry Potter. The poorer children have bigger things, 
and more open minds, because they have gone through more difficulties. This creates a 
big distance among us and we can’t be good friends to each other. Even if we are friends, 
we can’t be friendly, our friendship would be fake and inside our class this distance 



exists, as well as the distance between Afghans and non-Afghans, foreigners because our 
cultures are different. I think this is (distance due to the cultural difference) natural and 
probably exists in every society, but this should decrease, and this difference shouldn’t 
exist, as well as difference among different classes in society. As the number of private 
schools increase, the number of people who go to these schools increase, and the number 
of people who can’t go to these schools is increasing too. Because if we look at a study 
done by Aschaina (a shelter and educational institution for homeless children), in three 
last years, the number of people, number of children who work or beg in the streets of 
Kabul, has increased two times from 2003 to now. This is a huge figure, huge. This 
shouldn’t be like that. But this shows that the difference between different groups of 
people has increased, the distance has increased, and these distances cause change, not 
change, mistrust, disaster and inequalities. And the opportunities are of course given to 
rich people more often, because if, for example, I want to work in some place, I say I 
want to work, I give an application, and then there is somebody who is richer than me, it 
is clear that in a structural society like Afghanistan, she is accepted. Because she has 
more influence and more networks, and because I didn’t have the money enough for 
creating those connections, and I didn’t have enough opportunity, it is obvious that after 
that too, I will have less opportunities for better things. The same is true about university, 
for example we have an American university in Afghanistan that has a fee of $600, and I 
think this is not affordable for a government employee, because she earns $50 per month.  
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