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English translation:  
 
Neek Mohammad: I came here myself. It is almost three years that I have been in Kabul. 
I go to Ansari High school till the afternoon. I come here after that and make ovens. I 
earn money through this for my expenses.  
 
Shaharzad: So, how is oven-making? Who do you make the oven for? Who buys the 
ovens mostly? 
 
Neek Mohammad: I make the ovens. Families come and buy the ovens mostly. 
Sometimes they buy bigger ovens for the bakery shops. They bake breads for people.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. There are regions in Kabul that have electricity and people can use 
electricity (electric ovens), why do people still buy these ovens (which are firewood 
ovens?) 
 
Neek Mohammad: Because they think the bread from this oven tastes better. I don’t 
really know if it is possible that this oven would bake better bread. Still people are 
interested in baking bread in this oven.  
 
Shaharzad: With the smallest ovens that you make, how many breads fit in them? 
 
Neek Mohammad: The smallest ovens that we make can fit only six breads.  
 
 



Shaharzad: Okay, and bigger ovens? 
 
Neek Mohammad: The bigger ovens that we make can fit more than 50 breads.  
 
Shaharzad: How long does it take to make a bigger over? How many workers are 
needed? 
 
Neek Mohammad: For a really big oven, you need three people. It is made in six hours.  
 
Shaharzad: Six hours, okay, so how many people are there in this shop? 
 
Neek Mohammad:  Four people work here. 
 
Shaharzad: Four people working? 
 
Neek Mohammad: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: Then how much do you pay for this shop, how many expenses does this shop 
have? 
 
Neek Mohammad: The shop itself… rent of the shop is 2500 Afghanis every month 
($50). We spend 100 Afghanis for lunch for everybody (a bit more than two dollars). 
Overall it is 3000 Afghanis per month. That is all of the expenses for the shop.  
 
Shaharzad: And where do you bring the material for the oven from? 
 
Neek Mohammad: We bring the material from Paghman, from Logar (name of places 
around Kabul city). We usually bring it from Paghman.  
 
Shaharzad: In the mornings usually there is nobody in the shop, right? When you are 
all… 
 
Neek Mohammad: In the mornings, my younger brother is here. He is here till afternoon. 
We go to school. Then in the afternoon, when we come here, he goes to school.  
 
Shaharzad: He goes to school then, okay. How many other oven-making shops are here in 
this area? 
 
Neek Mohammad: In this area, there are more than eight oven making shops on Maiwand 
Street. People work here, and earn a living.  
 
Shaharzad: Where did you learn oven making? 
 
Neek Mohammad: I learned oven making in Aqcha district of Juzjan province.  First I 
used to work with my uncle. I couldn’t learn the oven-making skills used in other places 



with him, so I shifted to learn with an oven-making professional. I worked for two years. 
Then I learned this and it became a job.  
 
Shaharzad: Thanks a lot. Now we see your work. 
 
Neek Mohammad: Thanks for you kindness.   
 
Zabih: We get the material, we clean it. Then we make it wet. After it is wet and other 
things are done, we kick it.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Like you are doing now? 
 
Zabih: Yes. We kick over it twice. Then we leave it for a day and then make the oven.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, a day later 
 
Zabih: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: Then do you form it like that (camera moves to capture the oven)? 
 
Zabih: Like that one that you are seeing.  
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