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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: When you go to class, to music class, are there any other women who sing? 
 
Noorjahan: The class that I go to… I have a private class, because I go to a course at 4:30 
in the morning, and that is not a time for women to go (for security and cultural reasons). 
But my teacher teaches one or two other women. We all study classical. Well, at least for 
now. We are studying the basics of music. And I want to sing classical, and I want to 
express something deeper with music, something more then “I love my aunt’s daughter.”1  
 
Shaharzad: Or “tara li, la la lali”…2  
 
Noorjahan: Yes, more then that, something that is deep, that is transparent, and that is 
music. I would like to offer something new some day. Something new for people who 
love music the way it is. And I like to make people happy, even if they are four (a few), 
to make them happy so deeply that nothing else has made them so happy. It is not 
necessary that… 
 
Shaharzad: So you want to have a unique impact. 
 
Noorjahan: It is not necessary for me to please a group of hundred people in a way that is 
worthless. Meaning it is something cheap.  
 
Shaharzad: In your class, does your instructor speak about new genres of music 
sometimes and about the developments in the world of music? Or does he only talk about 
the basics?  
 
Noorjahan: Our instructor is very modern. I should say that his knowledge surprises me 
sometimes. He knows about music groups that I have never heard of. And, for example, 
you named some groups that are famous, and one can expect a student of music to know 
about them, to recognize them. But he talks about things except these that might not be 
that famous, but when you listen to them, they are effective. From my point of view, if I 
was rich, I would hold a concert only for these songs that I think have an influence over 
people, for the purpose of familiarizing people with them. Or at least we should find a 
way so that radios broadcast these songs at least once a day, one of these songs. Because 
it is important that when we look at music, or when we look at art in general, we don’t 
only look at its appearance; we should pay attention to what it says. We shouldn’t only 
look and say, “Okay, this is music, it is for dance. Okay, this is Qataghani,”3 that is it. 
Qataghani music is special. It has its own place for use. I think it is good to listen to 
Qataghani music at weddings. But for its musicality, for one to appreciate art, to find 
oneself in art, you need something else.  
 

                                                 
1 A very popular song about a crush on neighbor’s daughter. 
2 La la , la la… also part of another popular song. 
3 A special, fast, local music and singing style. 



Shaharzad: Yes, that is true. Thanks a lot dear Noorjahan, and be successful in your 
music lessons.  
 
Noorjahan: Thank you.  
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