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English translation:  
 
Nader: My name is Nader. I have graduated from the university almost a year ago, in year 
851 (2007), from the geology department. In Afghanistan the general assumption is that 
geology is a specialized major related to mines, but it is not like that. It is a totally general 
major which one might become specialized in… 
 
Shaharzad: …Grad school. 
 
Nader: It is specialized in grad school, yes. For four years, we have had a general study of 
some things like minerals, even water and things that relate to geology; we studied 
general geology mostly. It is almost one year since I started my employment in Mines 
Ministry, I think it was on 18/5/85 or maybe 86. So, do you want me to talk about the 
ministry? 
 
Shaharzad: Yes. What department are you in at the ministry? What is the main task of 
your department? 
 
Nader: Yes, in the ministry from the first day, I went to the development and technique 
department, which is related to Head Office of Mines’ Affairs. The ministry has several 
head offices.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay.  
 
Nader: One is the Head Office of Mines’ Affairs which directly supervises the mines in 
Afghanistan. The other is Kajester Head Office ,which decides the value of each mine 
and deals with contracts and things like that. Then there is the Supervision Office that 
deals with after-contract issues. There is the environment office that controls 
environment-related issues during the contract. There are other offices like extraction, oil 
and gas office and others. Then there is our office, the Development and Technique 
Office that, unlike its name, we are not very, I mean Development and Technique, I still 
haven’t figured out what that means. Our task is to go to the mines for the first time if the 
mines that haven’t been confirmed yet, and there are no reports about them. We go there 
for the first time there, we make a report of it, and that report is used as raw material 
when making the contracts for mines with entrepreneurs or private sector or non-private 
sector. The way the reports get to us is that people in the region… 
 
Shaharzad: …report to you. 
 
Nader: They report to us that there might be, for example, azure mines. You can come 
and see from close up. People are extracting unprofessionally, illegally or secretly, and 
are taking it to Pakistan or other places. Then somebody from our office goes there to 
make a report of the region.  
 
                                                 
1 1385, solar Islamic calendar is used in Afghanistan. 
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