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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Tell us a bit about yourself. What is your name? How old are you? What do 
you do? 
 
Azima: My name is Azima. I am a teacher in No.13th Jamal Mina secondary school. My 
teaching time is from 9:30 (morning) till 12:30 (afternoon).  After then from 12:30-3:30, I 
study in Sayeed Jamaludin, the teacher training institution of Sayeed Jamaludin.  
 
Shaharzad: For how long have you been teaching? 
 
Azima: Almost twenty years. 
 
Shaharzad: Almost twenty years? 
 
Azima: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: Hmm... What classes do you teach…which subjects? 
 
Azima: I teach English for fifth graders.  
 
Shaharzad: Tell us about your life a bit. Where were you born? Where were you raised? 
Where did you study? Where did you travel? 
 
Azima: I was born in Juzjan province, Aqcha district. I studied there until twelth grade.  
When I graduated from the twelfth grade (high school), I got engaged. I was engaged for 
a year, then I married and I came to Kabul.  
 
Shaharzad: Yeah.… 



Azima: In those years, I was in Kabul for a few years, then the conditions in Kabul 
became bad. There was war. The Taliban came. Then we went to Pakistan. Then we 
came back from Pakistan to Kabul; now, I am a teacher in here.  
 
Shaharzad: How many children do you have? 
 
Azima: Six. 
 
Shaharzad: Six children, girls, boys, how old? 
 
Azima: Four girls, two boys. My elder daughter studies in the USA, at an American 
college called Smith. The second one studies in Switzerland. She is also in an American 
school. She is in high school. She is a school student. She is in 11th grade. Then there is 
my third daughter, she goes to American school in Afghanistan. There is an international 
school; she goes there. The fourth one goes to a professional school of arts (she laughs) 
 
Shaharzad: Repeat please, repeat…. 
 
Azima: They are laughing. 
 
Shaharzad: Don’t laugh, so the fourth one in high school…. 
 
Azima: Professional school of arts. 
 
Shaharzad: Yes. 
 
Azima: She studies there. Then there is my son who goes to the same school where I 
teach. Then my youngest son who is in first grade; he also goes there.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, that is right. You have six children. How do you support your life? 
 
Azima: Our life, well, the girls both work and study. 
 
Shaharzad: Yes, and you work too. 
 
Azima: I work too. 
 
Shaharzad: You study, teach, have six children. How do you tend to all these things? 
 
Azima: Well, when I wake up in the morning I know that my three children should have 
food early in the morning. I have to give them food. Their clothes should be prepared. 
One of them can take her own clothes and prepare. Then there are my two sons: one goes 
to courses, another goes to school.  I prepare clothes and food for them. They eat. Then 
they leave. Then Noorjahan (the third daughter) leaves too. Then there is cleaning, lunch 
and other things like that. Until nine thirty. Then at 9:30 I go to school. I come back from 
school at 9:30 (she probably means 12:30). Then everybody who comes home has their 



food. Then everybody who leaves for courses goes to courses. Anybody who wanted to 
go to work goes to work. Then I come back from teacher training institution at 3:30 for 
dinner arrangements, cooking and other chores.  
 
Shaharzad: When you were a young woman, what was expected (of a young woman)? 
 
Azima: Well, when we were growing up, there were many problems. Now the situation is 
a bit better. It is suitable. Girls can study and develop. Also, we were in a small 
environment. The conditions were very hard in that environment. On one side there was 
Mujahideen, on the other side there was the government. Girls had to marry young 
because they were frightened.1 I myself was engaged when I was 18. I married when I 
was 19. It was not the time for us to study properly…the environment for learning, there 
was nothing like that. As far as a young woman has the opportunity to study, she 
shouldn’t want to marry. She shouldn’t get herself into trouble (of marriage). First she 
should improve, study hard, then… (she can marry).  If the concern is about house 
chores2; she should take one year to learn all the house chores. She can say, “I will both 
read and do housework.” She should do this after graduating from her higher education. 
She can learn it all. There is no problem. The goal is to do cooking and cleaning. That is 
it. Every girl who has gone to school knows cleaning or house management. It is not a 
big deal. One doesn’t need to study for learning cleaning. These things, are part of the 
social life anyway, we all know it. Cooking and other stuff like that too… She will learn 
slowly. A girl has no problems.  
 
Shaharzad: She will be prepared. 
 
Azima: Yes, she will be prepared slowly.   
 
Shaharzad: In Afghanistan, there are only a few conveniences for life. Most families do 
not have electricity, right? Most parts of Afghanistan don’t have electricity. Most work is 
done by hand, washing clothes and other work like that. From your point of view, a 
woman who works both at home and outside like you, what kind of problems does she 
have? 
 
Azima: For that type of woman, if there is electricity and running water and things like 
that, she would think that there is someone else there helping her. When she doesn’t have 
electricity and water, and for example she has to bring water from outside, she would 
send one of her children. Then the child gets busy and can’t study. If there is running 
water in the house, if there is electricity, it is like a helper. Her work becomes clean, tidy, 
neat, organized.  
 

                                                 
1 She is talking about beginning of war between Mujahideen and the Soviet supported government. People 
married off their daughters early because of incidences of rape and kidnapping of women or forced 
marriages imposed by Mujahideen.   
2 She is talking about how some educated young women in Afghanistan are worried that they don’t have as 
many skills as housewives as their mothers. 



Shaharzad: If your daughters or other young women who study now, if they marry one 
day, right, if they have homes and children, how do you wish their life to be different 
from yours so that work inside and outside home would both be easier? Do you expect 
their husbands to help with them? Do you expect there would be more conveniences? 
 
Azima: First they should really try to have only one or two children and nurture them 
healthy. Then, their husbands should help out. Once in a while, one of them should be 
able to take care of children to help the other. They should be able to provide for their 
children’s education, for nurturing, for all expenses. Their children should be able to go 
to good schools. As the number of children goes up, your economic ability drops down. 
You can’t provide enough. If there are fewer children in the family, the salary of both 
parents can provide for the good and healthy nurturing of the children. Parents can 
provide society with good children that can serve their people.  
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