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Shaharzad: Nasiba is an eighth grade student. She studies at “Afghan Turk” school. The 
school was built with the financial help of Turks in Afghanistan. They study special 
subjects. It is a girls’ school. It is a high school that accepts students after seventh grade, 
as far as I know. 
 
Nasiba: Right. 
 
Shaharzad: Dear Nasiba, you came from school just now? 
 
Nasiba: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad:  Can you tell us about your dress, about your uniform? 
 
Nasiba: The school dress is black for all students in Afghanistan, and the head scarves are 
white. Our school, Afghan Turk, did not change this dress code because they did not want 
us to be distinguished, because of suicide attacks and things like that. They (school 
principle and board) said it should not be obvious that we are Afghan Turk students. They 
said we should wear black. We have black dresses and white head scarves in all schools 
in Afghanistan.  
 
Shaharzad: Is it the same for boys’ schools, do they have to wear black shirts or ..? 
 
Nasiba: No. (They don’t have to wear black shirts.) Schools (boys’) differ in Afghanistan. 
In other schools boys wear any kind of shirts or pants to school. Afghan Turk School has 
a uniform (for boys). 
 
Shaharzad: Afghan Turk boys’ high school? 
 
Nasiba: Afghan Turk boys’ high school has a uniform. Ours does not (it is the same as 
other girls’ schools). 
 
Shaharzad: Okay, yours doesn’t. In school, when you go with this dress code, what else 
do you have to consider in your appearance? How should a schoolgirl look? 
 
Nasiba: Well, for example, our teachers tell us to wear the head scarf appropriately. Only 
our face can show. They ask us to wear the scarf like this (shows with a hand movement 
on video). We have to wear head scarf and they tell to us to some students not to wear 
rings, not to put on lipstick, not to put on make up. They also tell us to wear socks.  
 
Shaharzad: Their reasons for this…why do they say you should observe these things? 
 
Nasiba: Well, they do not want guys’ attention. 
 
Shaharzad: You should not attract attention of guys? 
 



Nasiba: Guys’ attention should not be attracted, yeah.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay right. In school, in your school, how many subjects do you study, which 
subjects do you study? 
 
Nasiba: Afghan Turk only enrolls students after grade seven. In the first semester, we do 
not study natural science and Math subjects. We only study social sciences and Dari, 
Pashto and English. Lots of effort is put into learning English, because, during the second 
semester, all our science and math subjects are taught in English.  
 
Shaharzad: Your books are different from books in other Afghan schools? 
 
Nasiba: It is different. Social science, Dari and Pashto do not vary but science, math and 
English and other things are very different.  
 
Shaharzad: How many languages do you study in Afghan-Turk school? 
 
Nasiba: Five languages. 
 
Shaharzad: Okay, which languages? 
 
Nasiba: Arabic language, Dari our own language and Pashto, Turkish and English.  
 
Shaharzad: How many Afghan Turk girls’ schools are there in Afghanistan, do you 
know? 
 
Nasiba: Afghan Turk Girls’ school is only in Kabul in Afghanistan and the boy schools 
are built in various provinces.  But the girls’ school is only in Kabul.  
 
Shaharzad: Only in Kabul. How many grades is the Afghan Turk School? 
 
Nasiba: It enrolls students from grade seven to twelve.  
 
Shaharzad: How many hours is the school day? How many class hours do you have? 
 
Nasiba: We leave home at 7:00 in the morning; we arrive there at eight, and our classes 
start at 8:30. Our school day ends at 3:30. 
 
Shaharzad: Do you use city transport for commuting, for example do you use a bus, van 
and other vehicles personally? Or does the school have a car or something? 
 
Nasiba: There are routes for school; for example, lots of students come from Macro Ryan 
(An area in Kabul), there is a route bus, a school bus for them. But we commute in the 
city by car.  



Shaharzad: Well, how do people behave towards you? When they see a girl in school 
dress code, do they have a respectful manner? Do they respect you or is there assault 
sometimes or how…? 
 
Nasiba: There are disturbances sometimes. Some people behave well, while some behave 
badly. 
 
Shaharzad: For example how? 
 
Nasiba: For example when we are walking, they (men) touch our shoulders, or say 
something. They say which school do you go to? They say everything to us. But there are 
also people who behave nicely.  
 
Shaharzad: How do teachers behave towards you? 
 
Nasiba: Our teachers are very nice. Teachers are good.  
 
Shaharzad: Dear Nasiba, what do you want to do after graduation from Afghan Turk? 
 
Nasiba: I want to participate in Koncur (university entrance examination). I like 
medicine. 
 
Shaharzad: You want to major in it? 
 
Nasiba: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: You want to be a doctor? 
 
Nasiba: Yes. 
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