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English translation:  
 
Maryam Qudrat Aseel: You asked about Eid in the USA. Malaly Jan and I wanted to 
describe this to you that actually I went to a store yesterday and I ordered four Eid 
dresses for myself and for my sisters and others. On Eid days, there is so much dressing 
up; people wear Afghan clothes, beautiful gaands.1 They wear colorful dresses. At seven 
in the morning, women and men, all of them, all Afghans, children, youths, older people, 
all come and do the Eid prayer together. Of course, Afghans pray with each other. There 

                                                 
1 Gaand is the name for special national Afghan cloth for women 



are mosques where Arabs, or Pakistanis or other Muslims [go], but usually Afghans have 
a program among themselves for Eid. Then they do the Eid prayer. After that, everybody 
goes to visit friends. The visits start from the house of the elder. On the tables there are 
sweets, cookies, cakes, and everything, and juices. Especially Ramadan Eid has a special 
taste, because everybody has fasted all month. They haven’t eaten during the day. Now 
this is the first day that they can eat with each other after a month. They go out with these 
Afghan clothes and the Americans look at them with surprise and they wonder what kind 
of clothes we are wearing. Once someone asked me that if was a Saudi Princess with all 
those glamorous clothes. I said the dress was from Afghanistan. She said, “Oh, I didn’t 
know that Afghanistan has dresses that are so beautiful and expensive.” I said, 
“Afghanistan has better then this, but I haven’t been able to get the better one or have a 
better one.” For this reason, Eid in USA has a certain pleasure, but then on the other 
hand, because it is not a Muslim country, and it is not Afghanistan, most people have to 
work that day. They can’t take time off from work. Then the Eid celebration is left to 
Saturday or Sunday, the off days, then they meet each other. Then they eat and elders 
give money to younger people for Eid. Then, I mean, for example, we all have grown up, 
but still my mother and father would give us cash to buy new clothes, so that we could 
have new clothes on Eid. So, this is how they celebrate Eid in the  USA.  
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