
CultureTalk Afghanistan Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Women’s Handcrafts 

 
Dari transcript: 

 
   ا! �����ن  در ��ر ه�� د���

  2$ره$0 د/%. ز'$ -,&+ در ا()$'&%$ن؟: ! �زاد
9 دوز0 ?�اف ;$:...   دی@>- ?�اف دوز0 ا/%>– >;$:9 دوز0 ا/%...  (78 ز'$ 6&,$ر -روی$

ABC ) .: D6$(.. دوز0 ر E,F? ،.)$6 H,I$J . <2 .ز'$ی A'ی. دار$B!K $'م ز$Cه$ی. ا/+ 2>  تN,- $Bای
 $ Bت <' AB%/ت ا$P <ی�J <6 ب$&R <6<6S6$2   .ABC ) .: Eه S6$2 از ز'$ن در .T86   . در و

. :�دم P <6�اب AF6 ،H%)$6ی+ زی$د دا!%AB و EVW .)$6 T86  ریEVW <6.Vزی$د ز:$'U6$/ 0$ :�دم 
AB%/ا �زی$د :$ه  Eه H%)$6 دن�ل ?$C%/و د H%)$6 +2$P ،H%)$6 YZ%/د .  

%V,6� N,- .-ه$ را ?AFوزABB2 .: 0، تAF? [\C8:... $ Bوز0 هB� د/%. 2$ر د/%. ز'$ن: ! �زاد
  د/%C$ل ه$/+ ی$ I^$س هAF? EوزABB2 .: 0 ی$؟

:@� . $ 2> تC$م -,N و :`B�D و اN,- 0ه$ را :,R <6ABBZ&$ب از دی@> P$ه.  ه� '\ع ا/+:   روی$
 -  VW%.- /�ت/ -.%b�0N,:-زی$دت� I^$س ه$ را ?AFوزABB2 .: 0.  در ا()$'&%$ن Aa'Kر زی$د ',&+

  . ?AFوزABB2 .: 0زی$د VI$6+ و -,NهI 0$\ازم ;$'> را 
> ی$ هB\ز هE ز'$ن AF? $6وز0 6&,$ر و,@,: <%J�D 6$ د/+، P H,!$: E2 E2 .IK$یV> '@�(%:  ! �زاد

  د/+ ?AFوزABB2 .: 0؟
d$; <6�یK ABB2 .: H,!$: +&,' +/   . <Zن :$'AF? ABوز0 6> د>2&$ی. 2> 6.  (�ق :. B2>:   روی$

K H,!$: <6A'دم :. دوز�: .T86 +/6> د <ZیAB'$: +&,'  ل\^a: رAa' .  
   :�دم %V,6� A'AB&W .:؟  ?AFوز0 د/+ را:! �زاد

ا?� در دی@> P$ه$ d$; <6 A'AB&  . <!$6�یZ>  6&,$ر :a^\ل ا/+ و ( %V,6<! .: DA,C� W .::  روی$
:�دم 'AB:$) .C 2> (�ق H,6 !$ن -,&+  :@� درH,6 ;\د V2\ر :$ هAF? <2 ABC ) .: .@Cوز0 

  ?AFوز0 6&,$ر :a^\ل ا/+ 6&,$ر یe 9�ا(+  .-. E&J  ا/+ و :$!,H دوزE&J .- 0 ا/+
Dص دار$;.  

  h- .)$6\ر؟ H,I$J 6$(. دA2 Dام :Ud$B ا()$'&%$ن V,6%� رواج ا/+؟H,I$J : ! �زاد
  . در ه� P$0 ا/+و.. (Z� EB2 .: در /C! +C$ل !$یA زی$دت� 6$!> : روی$

  دD هNارP D$ت هH,I$J E 6$(. 6&,$ر؟: ! �زاد
   6$(>زی$دت� :�دم ?V:  ..: E,F \ر ا/+زی$دت� دD هNارP D$ت از E,F? DA2 .)$6 H,I$J 6$(. :  روی$

  ?Aa- E,Fر و,? .: +J�A! <%)$6  Dن ی%: </ E,F? 9�7i: D؟:  ! �زاد
و از DA2 H,I$J  6&,$ر .  ?%: </ E,F�D !$یe <6 A�ف /> هD\! <%)$6 <%j.  6&,$ر K/$'%� ا/+:  روی$

:. .  :\ادیZ6 H,I$J <6 <Z$ر ا/+ E,F? <6 6> 2$ر ',&+.  و :k�Y) هE2 E ا/+.   K/$ن  ا/+
T86 .'یت\ا�b6 از  :\اد اش را ت,$ر از 6$زار .A$و ی A,'ن ;\دت :. ت\ا$,B2 m'ن را  ر$%C,F? و A

A,)$^6 . ل$nBP 6&,$ر H,I$J $:زی$د 2$ر  اDدار .  
از وJ%. 2> ا:�ی0A:K $Z در .  H,I$J ا()$'. در :$ر2,+ ه$0 د',$ 6&,$ر :V \ر ا/+:   ! �زاد

  A2ام د2$ن دیH,I$J 0A ا()$'. رD؟
در ه� د2$ن ا'%,9 (�و!. 2> 6�وA,W 0ا :. ت\ا'. و 6&,$ر 6> یABF6 +C,J 9 (�و;%> F6. : روی$

<nدر ای <! .: .E2> در ا()$'&%$ن ه E,C ) .: D�-> ای �6&,$ر?  $: Hdه$ی. 2> در و H,I$J ت,$ر 
  .. C,J+ ه$یY 6&,$ر ABF6 ا/+ :$'AB ایn> وار0..>:. !> 6&,$ر C,J+ ا/%



Bo <6\ان (�ش ا/%j$دABBZ,: D ی$ I$R.  :. !> :�دم ت,$را 2> در ;$'> H,I$J و ?C,F. ر:  ! �زاد
   ه$0 ای�ا'. و ت�2. رD؟(�ش
d$b6�یd$; <6  . <Z� Z) <: Y%C,J� EB2 .C' 2> :�دم زی$دت� از H,I$J وBd. ا/%j$دABB2 D:   روی$

.  %j$دABB2 .: Dو Co\:$ 6> ;$'> ه$0 :�دم E,B,6 .: <2 از (�ش ه$0 ای�ا'. ا/.  6&,$ر C,J+ ا/%>
ا:$ او :p%\ی$ت. H,I$J <2 .  ?� -> (�ش ه$0 ای�ا'. :a^\ل ا/+ R <6&$ب 'Ya و دیNایH ;\د

  6$یA اR%,$ط ABB2و :. /\زD ت�d$b6�یZ> در اث� KتY زود.   ای�ا'. 'AارD دارH,I$J  D وBd.ا()$'.
  . :�دم زی$د 

  . ، EI$,; <6و زود B 2> :. !>: ! �زاد
 . > :. !> F6.و زود B 2: روی$

 
 

English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: What are women's handicrafts in Afghanistan? 
 
Roya: Now for women usually there is khamakdozi (a kind of embroidery). There is 
graphdozi (needlepoint) and… Women know how to do khamakdozi and graphdozi.  
Also, there is rug making and carpet weaving. These are things that all women know 
about, all the women in villages, not in Kabul. Some women in Kabul know these too.   
In old times, people were more accustomed to wool weaving. Some people are also 
skilled in weaving socks, gloves, sweaters and scarves. 
 
Shaharzad: Usually embroidery is women’s art, handcraft. What do women embroider 
on? Is it more on handkerchiefs and dresses or other things too? 
 
Roya: There are all kinds (of embroidery). In other places, people do embroidery of 
nature scenes and other things. But that is not a lot in Afghanistan. People do embroidery 
on cloths, table clothes, bed sheets, cushions, pillows and other home furnishings.  
 
Shaharzad: Embroidery by hand takes a lot of time. Has it been replaced by a machine, or 
do women still embroider by hand? 
 
Roya: It varies. People who do machine embroidery… it doesn’t look like hand 
embroidery. Because it is not as beautiful by a machine as by hand.  
 
Shaharzad: So people prefer hand embroidery? 
 
Roya: They prefer it because it is more beautiful and it is easy to understand the 
difference. In other places, people don’t understand the difference, but in our own 
country everybody knows how machine embroidery looks and how hand embroidery 
looks. Embroidery by hand is much more beautiful and is more elegant. 
  
Shaharzad: What about carpet weaving? What areas of Afghanistan are famous for carpet 
weaving? 
 



Roya: I think it is mostly famous in northern areas, yet it is everywhere.  
 
Shaharzad: Is there lots of carpet weaving in HazaraJat [another region of Afghanistan, 
mostly in the center]? 
 
Roya: In HazaraJat rug weaving is more famous than carpet weaving. More people weave 
rugs.  
 
Shaharzad: How long does it take to weave a rug? For example, how long does it take to 
weave a three-meter rug? 
 
Roya: It is much easier (than carpet weaving). A three meter rug might take three weeks 
to be done and is much easier than a carpet. It is less expensive, too. The material needed 
for a carpet is not needed for weaving rugs. You can buy some ready-made materials at 
the bazaar, or you can color it (the threads). You can make your rug then, but making a 
carpet has lots of difficulties. 
  
Shaharzad: The Afghan carpet is very famous in the world market. Have you seen any 
Afghan carpets in any shops after you came to America? 
 
Roya: Yes, you can find them in any antique shop, and they are very expensive here.  
Homemade carpets are expensive in Afghanistan too. The prices are high. It is almost like 
here.   
 
Shaharzad: Do people use homemade carpets to furnish their houses or do they use 
Iranian and Turkish carpets? 
 
Roya: Because of the price, I don’t think people use homemade carpets because they are 
very expensive. Generally in people’s houses we see that they use Iranian carpets.  
Although Iranian carpets are beautiful in terms of design and shape, they don’t have the 
same content as Afghan carpets. They burn easier in a fire and people need to be more 
careful. 
 
Shaharzad: And I think they get old sooner. 
 
Roya:  Yeah, they get old sooner.  
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