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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Farida, In Afghanistan they say, or at least girls, my friends say that 
engagement is the kingdom period of a bride and her family. They mean that the bride’s 
family can impose many of their wishes on the groom’s family. What are the usual 
expectations of the girl’s family in Afghanistan? What do they want? What do they want 
their son-in-law to-be? What do they expect? Do they expect the groom to hold a big 
wedding party? Do they want him to buy jewelry? Do they want him to take their 
daughter to Paris for the honeymoon? What are the expectations? What are the 
expectations from a “good” son-in-law? 
 
Farida: I think this is different in every family and every place. It is different in the city, 
village, and countryside everywhere. For example, in Kabul families might ask for a big 
wedding party and many jewels and gold and a beautiful dress. Extended families are big, 
and they expect all of the family to be invited to the wedding hall, and they might also 
expect the groom to buy gold rings, clothes and things for bride’s family, for her mother, 
for her sister, for her brother. Most of their expectations are like this.  
 
Shaharzad: They ask for stuff and money? 
 
Farida: They don’t ask him to bring money. They don’t want the money to come to 
bride’s family. They just want to show to relatives of the girl that “our daughter had a big 
wedding party. We did all we wished.” It is all about the wishes. 
 
Shaharzad: The wishes for their daughter. 
 
Farida: …that have to be done. But in villages it is different. In villages, usually when 
fathers engage their daughters, they do it for money, so that they can earn something 



from it. They are in desperate need for the money that comes in for their daughter. For 
example, in some families their daughters are the only way to help them ensure a more 
comfortable life. They use (the money from bride-wealth) to sustain their lives. Usually 
they take the money (from the groom) and they make things for their daughter, like 
carpets and jewelry and things like that, but not on the same level as in the city. In 
villages, it is not like that. For example, when my cousin was engaged, the money that 
came for her, my uncle spent it more on himself than for buying clothes for his daughter. 
So it is very important in villages for people to get the money. There, they don’t have 
wedding halls to go to and hold a party. They also show off, but there is not as much as 
showing off as in the city. For clothes too … they buy very cheap clothes and not that 
much gold, one or two golden rings or earring. That is a lot.  
 
Shaharzad: Hmm…That is a lot for them. 
 
Farida: That is a lot for them. 
 
Shaharzad: I think you made an interesting analysis. I had not thought about village and 
city difference in these terms. Truly, in the city peoples’ lives are more comfortable. 
People like to show off more often, and the girls go out more often. 
 
Farida: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: The bride’s network of friends and relatives is much bigger (in the cities). 
The woman in the village marries today and goes to her house the next morning, and she 
gets involved in taking care of the cattle and other work for taking care of children.  
 
Ulker: There are other differences in city and village too. In cities, families like to show 
to other families that, “See, I had so much money. I held a big wedding party. My 
daughter married this guy. Our groom has gone to school in this good place. He lives in 
this nice place.” This has become very important. They want to show that the groom 
spent lots of money, the marriage was in the best hall, the bride’s dress and her jewelry 
and I don’t know what. Issues you won’t even imagine. But in villages, the marriage is 
about two families. They want to see how the family asking for girl’s hand can support 
her. They think about the money. They think about how the guy’s family can provide for 
their daughter and if they can sustain a life or not. For example, in our village, in my 
father’s village, there they (woman’s family) don’t even ask for money, they ask for 
cattle. 
 
Shaharzad: Yeah, that is interesting. 
 
Ulker: Yeah, they ask for sheep, goats, cows, and sometimes even camels. They call this 
Qaleen (bride-wealth).  
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