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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: You go to that University, to American University in Afghanistan. 
 
Ali: Yes. 
 
Shaharzad: I am not sure if there is a bunch of the American Universities around the 
world, like American University in Egypt. And I am not sure if they are in touch with 
that, or if this is something totally separate. Anyway, tell us a bit about American 
University in Afghanistan. What is the system? Where are the teachers from? Are 
Afghans involved in its management or not? 
 
Ali: It might be early for me to judge about that, because it is only almost twenty days 
that I have started studying there. But I can say that after seeing that place, if nothing 
else, they have an excellent system, meaning their system is good. Teachers that come are 
all intelligent teachers, at least the teachers that we have for this first semester.  
 
Shaharzad: Are they international or…? 
 
Ali: They are very serious. They are international. One of them is from Canada. The other 
one is, I think, American. Well, these people are international and they are very serious. 
That system is what they call a student-centered system. That is how it is (in this 
university). I feel tired in every other place, but once I go to class, unconsciously I start 
being active. Meaning they cause me to be active. There is group work and… including 
other activities. One other thing that I noticed was interesting is that Afghans, our 
Afghans are very active. Like I always thought about myself, that I work; I also try to 
study; I am doing a huge thing. It seemed a very big thing to me. But when I see those 
people…One of the friends that I made there, he studies in Bakhtar College every 
morning from six till seven thirty (in the morning), he studies a program called ACCA, a 
special course for accounting. After that he goes to work. All of these people, well, most 
have high positions, meaning high working positions. He is a finance officer (and then he 
translates the phrase finance officer to Dari), in a ministry. Which ministry was it? 
…Rural, the Ministry of Rural Development…He also comes to study in the afternoons. 
When I asked him, he said that from 12 AM he sleeps till six in the morning. [He said] “I 
have no other time for sleeping. I even don’t have time for myself. When I arrive home, 
for one hour I have dinner, other than that, after that one hour, when it is nine.” He 



studies till 12. He wakes up in the morning. Again the same schedule. It was very 
interesting for me.   
 
Shaharzad: It is very (interesting). 
 
Ali: And when you look at each of them, they are really intelligent.  
 
Shaharzad: That is great. How many women students are there? 
 
Ali: Hmm. It is good. When I went to Kardan (another private college), I was going to 
Kardan for a while, for two semester, in there women were five, six percent. But here I 
see that from 30 people, almost six are women. That makes up 25, 30 percent. And that is 
good.  
 
Shaharzad: And these are…all are working generally? 
 
Ali: I can’t say all of them, but I guess they all are. Because people who study afternoons, 
or have the evening shifts for studying, they are certainly working in the morning. 
Otherwise, they would have chosen to study during the day-time.  
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