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English translation:  
 
Maryam Qudrat Aseel: I was very hopeful to come back to Afghanistan and to visit these 
places and people. When I returned, unfortunately the beautiful trees of Paghman were no 
more. The beautiful scenery that I was told about was destroyed. My parents said that 
with Afghans, you never see a beggar on the streets and …. When I came I saw that from 
the airport, to the city, to everywhere, there were lots of beggars. And people had become 
very…The war had effected them a lot. But still they had their pride. Even that beggar… 
If you didn’t give him good money, he would shout now and would say give me good 
money. And later I saw the people and then the things that give me hope...because in the 
beginning I had been disappointed when I saw the buildings and everything was 



destroyed, I thought that actually, how would this country be rebuilt? How would this be 
fixed?  
 
Then I came to the University. When I came to the University and I saw the students, I 
saw their intelligence; then I found some hope. I said that really the hope of Afghanistan 
and the future of Afghanistan are in the hands of these young people, and the young 
people have the capacity to run this country very well. So, for that reason, after that I 
have spent almost all my energy and time on the University, and I will continue to do so. 
My job in the U.S. is university professor. I was teaching when I was there, but the joy of 
teaching here is totally different because students study with lots of passion here. The 
second thing is that really one can see that there is a sense of unity and coordination 
among the students…between girls and boys. They are very friendly with each other. If 
there were any problems, they forgive very easily, and I am really proud that there was a 
chance for me to teach them. I think that I learned more from them than what they have 
learned from me in all the time that I have spent here teaching. And this has been a very 
happy learning experience for me, to spend this time in Kabul. I am going to the U.SA. in 
a week, but I know that I will come again soon. Thank you.  
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